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How much is the filing fee for small claims

Filing a claim in small claims court offers an affordable solution for resolving disputes over money or property. While the process is designed to be cost-effective, there are associated expenses including filing fees, service costs, and enforcement charges. Typically, the primary expense when filing a claim is the filing fee, which varies based on the
amount of your claim and state. Here’s a general breakdown: - Up to $1,500: $30-$50 - $1,501-$5,000: $50-$100 - $5,001-$10,000: $75-$200 - Over $10,000 (if allowed): $150-$300 Filing fees may differ by state or county. Contact your local courthouse for exact amounts. Once you file a claim, the defendant must be served with a copy of the
complaint and summons. The cost depends on the method of service: Certified Mail ($10-$20), Personal Service ($50-$100), Sheriff’'s Service ($40-$75). If you win your case and the defendant doesn’t voluntarily pay, enforcement actions can incur additional costs: Wage Garnishment ($50-$150 filing fee), Bank Levy ($50-$100 filing fee), Property
Lien ($30-$75 filing fee). You can apply for a waiver if you're struggling financially to cover the filing fee. Additionally, know that filing fees are non-refundable regardless of the outcome of your case. Fees vary by state and sometimes county, so it's essential to check with your local court for specific costs. The typical range is between $30 and $200,
but additional costs for service and enforcement should also be considered. If affordability is a concern, fee waivers are available for qualifying individuals. By understanding the costs upfront, you can pursue justice confidently and cost-effectively. Here's a breakdown of filing fees by state: * Alabama: varies * Alaska: $50 (claims under $2,500), $100
(claims over $2,500) * Arizona: $25 * Arkansas: varies * California: $30 (claims up to $1,500), $50 (claims $1,500.01 to $5,000), $75 (claims over $5,000.01) * Colorado: $31 (claims under $500), $55 (claims over $500) * Connecticut: $95 * Delaware: $35 (claims under $1,000), $40 (claims $1,000 to $5,000), $45 (claims over $5,000 and eviction cases)
* Florida: $55 (claims under $100), $80 (claims $100.01 to $500), $175 (claims $500.01 to $2,500), $300 (claims over $2,500.01) And so on... The other main cost is service on the defendant, which typically costs less than $50 and may be included in the filing fee. Last Updated: August 22, 2023 by Ashley Porter If you can't afford to pay court costs,
you might be able to file a small claim case without paying fees. To do this, submit a request to waive the filing fee and provide information about your income. The form needed to request a waiver varies by state and court, so check online or call the local court clerk to get one. Small claims cases are a cost-effective way to resolve disputes over
money or property, but there is an administrative fee for each case. This fee covers costs such as processing and paperwork. Before filing a small claim, try to resolve the dispute directly to save on court fees. Use Certified Mail to serve the defendant at a lower cost. If eligible, apply for a fee waiver to reduce expenses. Ensure you're filing in the
correct jurisdiction to avoid wasted fees. Key costs to consider include: 1) Filing fees ranging from $30 to $300 depending on your state and claim amount; 2) Additional costs for serving process, document copies, and enforcement actions if the defendant doesn't pay; 3) Inclusion of filing fees and service costs in your claim if you win. If you can't
afford the fee, apply for a waiver with proof of financial hardship. Note that fees vary by state and sometimes county, so check with your local courthouse for specifics. Filing fees are non-refundable regardless of case outcome. To budget effectively, consider fee waivers and cost-effective options. By preparing wisely, you can pursue justice confidently
and affordably.
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