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Guitar	chords	guide

To	avoid	frustration,	we	suggest	starting	slow	and	building	strength	in	your	fingers	first,	then	moving	on	to	learning	bar	chord	shapes.Playing	guitar	bar	chordsTo	begin,	let's	work	out	your	index	finger.	This,	in	turn,	can	shatter	a	novice	player's	confidence,	dissuading	them	from	learning	further.	If	you're	too	far	in	front	(or	behind)	of	the	guitar's
neck,	you'll	find	it	near-impossible	to	get	the	strong	bar	you	need	for	clean	sounding	chords.	Learn	How	To	Read	Guitar	Chords	here.Alternatively,	you	can:Place	your	1st	finger	on	the	5th	string/2nd	fretPlace	your	2nd	finger	on	the	6th	string/3rd	fretPlace	your	3rd	finger	on	the	2nd	string/3rd	fretPlace	your	4th	finger	on	the	1st	string/3rd	fretMute
strings	3	and	4ORPlace	your	1st	finger	on	the	5th	string/2nd	fretPlace	your	2nd	finger	on	the	6th	string/3rd	fretPlace	your	3rd	finger	on	the	2nd	string/3rd	fretPlace	your	4th	finger	on	the	1st	string/3rd	fretPlay	strings	3	and	4	openThis	is	the	most	common	open	position	for	G	Major.	It	will	take	some	work	to	hit	this	position	every	time	you	go	for	a	bar,
but	work	on	it	consistently,	and	your	aim	will	eventually	become	true.Be	sure	not	to	curve	your	finger	too	much.	It's	a	comfortable	(and	natural)	way	to	start,	and	it's	fine	if	you	have	a	strong	grip	and	powerful	fingers.	G	Major	plays	a	role	in	popular	songs	like	"Sweet	Home	Alabama"	and	"Ring	of	Fire."The	G	Major	Chord	consists	of	three	notes:	G,	B,
and	D.	Once	you	have	it	under	your	belt,	though,	you	can	use	it	in	cool	tunes	like	"Welcome	to	the	Jungle."Your	three	notes	are	F,	A,	and	C,	while	your	four	primary	variations	are	as	follows.F	Major	--	Configuration	1F	major	configurations	1	guitar	chordUse	your	1st	finger	to	cover	strings	1	and	2	on	the	1st	fretPlace	your	2nd	finger	on	the	3rd
string/2nd	fretPlace	your	3rd	finger	on	the	4th	string/3rd	fretMute	strings	5	and	6You'll	have	the	most	luck	learning	this	version	of	F	Major	first.	It's	your	C	Major	Chord.	Remember	what	we	mentioned	about	the	strings	and	frets,	your	finger	numbers,	and	playing	strings	open/muting	strings.	April	6,	2023If	you	want	to	learn	to	play	guitar	well,	then
getting	a	few	chords	under	your	belt	should	be	a	top	priority.	In	the	interest	of	giving	you	a	leg	up	in	your	guitar	studies,	we've	put	together	this	guide	to	lead	you	through	everything	you'll	need	to	know	if	you	want	to	jump	in	and	start	learning	chords	effectively.Follow	these	tips,	and	you'll	not	only	be	able	to	understand	what	all	those	dots,	numbers,
and	symbols	mean	--	you'll	be	able	to	translate	that	into	playing	any	chord	you	want	on	your	guitar.	With	proper	knowledge	of	the	fretboard	and	note	positions,	a	whole	new	world	of	combinations	becomes	open	to	you.Let's	go	back	to	the	C5	chord	for	example's	sake...C5	Power	Chord	--	Variation	1:C5	guitar	power	chord	1Place	your	1st	finger	on	the
5th	string/3rd	fretPlace	your	2nd	finger	on	the	1st	string/3rd	fretPlace	your	3rd	finger	on	the	3rd	string/5th	fretMute	strings	2,	4,	and	6C5	guitar	power	chord	2Place	your	1st	finger	on	the	2nd	string/1st	fretPlace	your	3rd	finger	on	the	5th	string/3rd	fretPlace	your	4th	finger	on	the	1st	string/3rd	fretPlay	string	3	openMute	strings	4	and	6C5	guitar
power	chord	3Place	your	1st	finger	on	the	4th	string/5th	fretPlace	your	4th	finger	on	the	6th	string/8th	fretMute	strings	1,	2,	3,	and	5C5	guitar	power	chord	4Place	your	1st	finger	on	the	6th	string/8th	fretPlace	your	2nd	finger	on	the	2nd	string/8th	fretPlace	your	3rd	finger	on	the	1st	string/8th	fretMute	strings	3,	4,	and	5As	you	can	see,	these
variations	differ	in	their	placement	on	the	fretboard.	You	can	add	a	bit	of	spice	by	placing	your	3rd	finger	on	the	1st	string/3rd	fret,	but	in	this	form,	the	chord	is	as	easy	as	pie.E	minor	configuration	2	guitar	chordPlace	your	1st	finger	on	the	5th	string/2nd	fretPlace	your	2nd	finger	on	the	3rd	string/4th	fretPlace	your	3rd	finger	on	the	4th	string/5th
fretPlace	your	4th	finger	on	the	2nd	string/5th	fretPlay	string	6	openMute	string	1If	you	don't	like	that	1st	finger	on	the	5th	string,	move	it	to	the	1st	string/3rd	fret	and	mute	string	5	instead.E	minor	configuration	3	guitar	chordUse	your	1st	finger	to	cover	strings	4	and	5	on	the	2nd	fretPlace	your	2nd	finger	on	the	1st	string/3rd	fretPlace	your	3rd
finger	on	the	3rd	string/4th	fretPlace	your	4th	finger	on	the	2nd	string/5th	fretA	Minor	comes	with	a	few	basic	variations	(three	to	be	precise),	but	your	easiest	version	will	come	to	you	quickly,	and	will	serve	as	a	simple	chord	to	transition	to	from	C	Major.	It	will	get	the	job	done	in	situations	that	require	a	power	chord,	but	try	this	next.Keep	your
fingers	in	that	original	C5	position,	but	add	your	fourth	finger	to	the	3rd	string/5th	fret.	The	horizontal	lines	on	your	chart	serve	as	your	"strings,"	while	the	spaces	between	the	horizontal	lines	serve	as	your	"frets."	Unless	otherwise	noted,	chord	charts	are	written	in	standard	tuning,	so	from	left	to	right,	those	lines	will	represent	your	strings	when
played	open:	E,	A,	D,	G,	B,	and	E.How	to	read	guitar	chordsGet	free	estimates	from	guitar	lessons	near	you.The	numbered	black	dots	you	see	on	the	chord	chart	show	you	where	you	should	press	down	and	what	finger	you	should	use.	The	answer	is	simple	--	you	get	another	chord.	For	this,	we'll	head	back	to	the	third	fret	and	try	a	G	Major	bar	chord
on	for	size:g	major	barre	guitar	chordHere's	how	it's	done:Use	your	1st	finger	to	bar	the	strings	on	the	3rd	fretPlace	your	2nd	finger	on	the	3rd	string/4th	fretPlace	your	3rd	finger	on	the	5th	string/5th	fretPlace	your	4th	finger	on	the	4th	string/5th	fretA	Major	Barre	ChordNow,	here's	the	great	thing	about	bar	chords.	As	we	mentioned	earlier,	it	has
the	"C"	sound,	but	doesn't	swing	major	or	minor.	The	notes	for	this	chord	are	E,	G,	and	B,	and	you	may	well	have	heard	it	while	listening	to	"Come	As	You	Are."	Now,	you'll	have	an	opportunity	to	play	any	of	its	three	main	configurations.E	Minor	--	Configuration	1E	minor	configuration	1	guitar	chordPlace	your	1st	finger	on	the	5th	string/2nd	fretPlace
your	2nd	finger	on	the	4th	string/2nd	fretPlay	strings	1,	2,	3,	and	6	openThat's	it!	You'll	find	few	guitar	chords	easier	than	E	minor.	You	can	play	these	near	the	top	of	your	guitar's	neck	near	the	first	fret.G	Major	--	Configuration	1G	major	configuration	1	guitar	chordPlace	your	1st	finger	on	the	5th	string/2nd	fretPlace	your	2nd	finger	on	the	6th
string/3rd	fretPlace	your	3rd	finger	on	the	1st	string/3rd	fretPlay	strings	2,	3,	and	4	openNeed	help	reading	chords?	April	6,	2023Guitarists	need	a	lot	of	techniques	for	their	proverbial	toolbox.	It's	time	to	see	if	you	can	learn	the	finger	positionings	necessary	to	create	a	solid	bar	chord.	Now,	if	you're	ready	to	"get	cooking,"	let's	dive	in	and	start
learning	those	chords.Get	free	estimates	from	guitar	lessons	near	you.G	Major	Guitar	ChordDid	you	know	that	the	Star-Spangled	Banner	was	first	written	in	G	Major?	You	can	play	them	melodically,	one	note	at	a	time,	or	harmonically,	with	all	the	notes	sounding	together,	but	they're	chords	all	the	same.	Too	close	to	the	middle	or	back	of	your	fret,
and	you'll	get	a	muddy	sound.	Take	a	quick	look	at	your	guitar,	and	you'll	notice	that	your	chord	diagrams	represent	the	strings	and	frets	on	your	guitar.	While	it	does	present	some	challenge	to	younger	beginners,	older	learners	pick	this	chord	up	with	ease:G	guitar	chordPlace	your	1st	finger	on	the	5th	string/2nd	fret.Place	your	2nd	finger	on	the	6th
string/3rd	fret.Place	your	3rd	finger	on	the	1st	string/3rd	fret.Play	strings	2,	3,	and	4	open.Need	help	reading	chords?	If	not,	though,	keep	reading.You	probably	already	understand	what	a	note	is.	If	you	see	a	"1"	you'll	use	your	first	finger	(index	finger)	to	press	the	string	on	the	fret	represented.	Be	patient,	though.	April	6,	2023G	MajorC	MajorD
MajorF	MajorE	MajorA	MajorE	MinorA	MinorIf	you	want	to	learn	to	play	guitar,	you're	going	to	need	to	learn	some	chords.	That	too	is	a	factor	you'll	need	to	play	around	with.	Again,	you'll	need	three	fingers:D5	guitar	chordPlace	your	1st	finger	on	the	5th	string/5th	fret.Place	your	3rd	finger	on	the	4th	string/7th	fret.Place	your	4th	finger	on	the	3rd
string/7th	fret.Mute	strings	1,	2,	and	6.Let's	keep	going	with	power	chords,	shall	we?	It's	a	C	power	chord	at	its	most	basic.	If	you	apply	uneven	pressure	to	the	strings,	you'll	end	up	muting	a	few,	so	watch	how	you're	putting	that	finger	down	across	the	fretboard.	Play	these	two	strings,	and	mute	all	the	others.Guitar	power	chords	c5Hear	that?
Learn	How	To	Play	Guitar	Chords	here.Now,	during	the	course	of	your	guitar	studies,	you	might	also	encounter	chords	written	as	a	series	of	numbers,	like	this:	X32010.	There	are	multiple	ways	to	play	each	chord,	but	we'll	be	sticking	to	the	easiest	variations.Get	free	estimates	from	guitar	lessons	near	you.You'll	only	need	three	fingers	for	G	Major.
You'll	find	this	chord	on	many	a	beginner	list,	but	not	just	because	it's	easy	to	play.	You	can	also	use	three	fingers	to	play	this	one:G7	guitar	chordPlace	your	1st	finger	on	the	1st	string/1st	fret.Place	your	2nd	finger	on	the	5th	string/2nd	fret.Place	your	3rd	finger	on	the	6th	string/3rd	fret.Play	strings	2,	3,	and	4	open.Remember	the	secret	to	success	is
steady	practice.	Learn	How	To	Read	Guitar	Chords	here.Learning	Charts:	Reading	Example	ChordsIs	everything	making	sense	so	far?	If	not,	try	playing	your	strings	individually	to	see	which	ones	aren't	receiving	proper	coverage.Get	free	estimates	from	guitar	lessons	near	you.Remember,	you'll	need	to	keep	the	strings	pressed	tightly	so	that	they	can
vibrate	properly	when	you	strum	(and	create	a	clear	sound).Tips	for	Playing	Barre	ChordsNewbies	often	have	a	tendency	to	press	down	with	the	meatiest	part	of	their	finger.	The	A	Minor	Chord	we	covered	would	be	written	thusly:	X02210.Basic	Guitar	Chords	ChartBasic	guitar	chords	-	chartDownload	the	Basic	Guitar	Chords	Chart	Printable
PDFLearn	the	Basic	Guitar	Chords	step-by-step	with	these	easy	lessons.You	should	now	know	enough	to	start	picking	up	charts	and	learning	to	play	some	new	chords.	There	are	hundreds	of	combinations,	and	on	the	guitar,	the	most	common	method	for	learning	these	combinations	is	through	chord	diagrams,	which	are	also	referred	to	as	chord
charts.How	to	Read	Guitar	ChordsWhen	you	look	at	a	chord	chart,	you'll	see	6	horizontal	lines	and	6	vertical	lines.	It's	an	easy	shape	to	remember,	and	doesn't	require	much	in	the	way	of	fancy	fingering	or	muting	strings.C	major	configuartion	2	guitar	chordPlace	your	1st	finger	on	the	4th	string/2nd	fretPlace	your	2nd	finger	on	the	5th	string/3rd
fretPlace	your	3rd	finger	on	the	1st	string/3rd	fretMute	strings	2,	3,	and	6C	major	configuration	3	guitar	chordUse	your	1st	finger	to	bar	the	3rd	fretPlace	your	2nd	finger	on	the	4th	string/5th	fretPlace	your	3rd	finger	on	the	3rd	string/5th	fretPlace	your	4th	finger	on	the	2nd	string/5th	fretMute	string	6The	D	Major	Chord	is	a	fixture	in	songs	like
"Hotel	California"	and	"Wild	Thing."	It	consists	of	D,	F#,	and	A,	and	has	three	variations	you'll	be	learning	off	the	bat.D	Major	--	Configuration	1D	major	configuration	1	guitar	chordPlace	your	1st	finger	on	the	3rd	string/2nd	fretPlace	your	2nd	finger	on	the	2nd	string/3rd	fretPlace	your	3rd	finger	on	the	1st	string/2nd	fretPlay	string	4	openMute
strings	5	and	6This	will	probably	be	your	go-to	for	D	Major,	as	it's	the	simplest	variation	and	takes	it	easy	on	your	fingers.	The	next	few	variations	will	require	some	interesting	fingering,	and	may	test	your	dexterity.F	major	configurations	2	guitar	chordPlace	your	1st	finger	on	the	4th	string/3rd	fretPlace	your	3rd	finger	on	the	3rd	string/5th	fretPlace
your	4th	finger	on	the	1st	string/5th	fretMute	strings	2,	5,	and	6F	major	configurations	3	guitar	chordPlace	your	first	finger	on	the	6th	string/1st	fretPlace	your	2nd	finger	on	the	2nd	string/2nd	fretPlace	your	3rd	finger	on	the	3rd	string/3rd	fretMute	string	1,	4,	and	5F	major	configurations	4	guitar	chordUse	your	1st	finger	to	bar	the	1st	fretPlace	your
2nd	finger	on	the	3rd	string/2nd	fretPlace	your	3rd	finger	on	the	5th	string/3rd	fretPlace	your	4th	finger	on	the	4th	string/3rd	fretConsisting	of	E,	G#,	and	B,	the	E	Major	chord	can	be	played	simple	or	complex,	depending	on	your	preference.	A	poor	angle	will	make	it	difficult	for	you	to	cover	the	strings	well	with	your	index	finger.	The	order	of	the
numbers	represents	your	strings,	with	the	first	number	being	your	6th	string,	and	the	last	number	being	your	first.So,	our	example	in	the	previous	paragraph	(X32010),	you'll	be	doing	this:Place	your	1st	finger	on	the	2nd	string/1st	fretPlace	your	2nd	finger	on	the	4th	string/2nd	fretPlace	your	3rd	finger	on	the	5th	string/3rd	fretPlay	strings	1	and	3
openMute	string	6Look	familiar?	Take	note	of	any	creases	you	tend	to	make,	then	make	a	conscious	effort	to	"iron	out"	those	kinks.Apply	a	similar	logic	to	your	wrist.	In	some	cases,	however,	they're	as	easy	as	holding	down	two	or	three	fingers	on	the	fretboard.Today,	we're	going	to	concentrate	on	that	latter	category.	Rock	songs	aren't	the	only	place
you'll	find	them,	though.Guitar	power	chords	-	chartGet	free	estimates	from	guitar	lessons	near	you.Download	the	Power	Chords	Chart	Printable	PDF	(as	seen	above)Jazz,	rock,	country,	reggae	--	you'll	find	power	chords	useful	for	every	style	of	music.	Remember	to	start	off	chords	by	learning	their	shapes	first,	then	trying	to	play	them	to	aid	your
ability	to	recall	them	at	will.Don't	forget	to	practice	moving	from	chord	to	chord	slowly	at	first,	then	use	your	metronome	to	speed	your	progress.Work	in	chunks	to	avoid	getting	frustrated,	and	happy	practicing!Learn	all	the	guitar	chords,	how	to	read	guitar	chords,	and	how	to	play	guitar	chords.	E	Major	fits	the	bill	here.	We're	going	to	walk	through
eight	basic	guitar	chords	how	you	should	be	playing	them:As	you	learn	these,	remember	to	observe	the	proper	technique	and	take	time	to	practice.	They're	the	basis	of	many	a	signature	rhythm.	Take	all	of	this	into	account	when	reading	your	diagrams,	and	the	chords	should	come	to	you	with	no	trouble	at	all!Blank	Guitar	Chord	ChartDownload	and
print	out	your	own	blank	chordboxes	with	this	cool	PDF.Download	the	Blank	Guitar	Chord	Chart	Printable	PDF	April	6,	2023ChartChallengesHow	to	playTips	PracticeGAAm7DBarre	chords,	also	known	as	Bar	Chords,	are	the	bane	of	many	a	new	guitar	player.	No	strings	to	mute	on	this	one.	There	are	four	variations	you	should	start	with.	Both	chords
and	the	ways	they	are	commonly	written	can	be	confusing.	There	are	multiple	ways	to	play	each	chord,	but	we'll	be	sticking	to	the	most	common	variations.We'll	be	supplementing	the	lesson	with	playing	tips	and	advice	on	memorization.	For	those	with	smaller	hands,	though,	that	wee	bit	of	finger	flesh	might	not	be	enough.	With	this	arrangements	of
fingers	memorized,	you	can	move	that	bar	chord	shape	to	any	other	fret	on	your	guitar	and	play	a	major	chord.	If	you're	lost	on	what	a	chord	is,	you'll	also	want	to	read	this	guide,	as	we'll	be	laying	out	all	that	tricky	music	jargon	in	easy-to-grasp	terms.More	Guitar	Chord	ChartsGet	free	estimates	from	guitar	lessons	near	you.Guitar	Chord	Charts	for
BeginnersBefore	diving	into	how	you	can	play	chords	on	your	guitar,	it	might	help	if	you	understood	what	a	chord	is,	no?	If	you	see	a	string	with	no	dot,	you'll	play	that	string	open,	and	if	you	see	a	dotted	string	(or	just	an	x	at	the	top	of	the	chart	over	a	string)	you'll	have	to	mute	or	not	play	that	particular	string.Need	more	help	reading	chords?	In	our
guide	today,	we're	going	to	cover	the	basics	of	playing	bar	chords,	and	give	you	a	few	examples	you	can	use	for	practice.Challenges	With	Bar	ChordsThe	problem	most	newbies	encounter	is	that	they	aren't	used	to	holding	down	all	six	strings	with	one	finger.	Let's	take	a	look	at	some	example	chords	to	help	you	get	the	hang	of	it,	starting	with	C
Major.C	guitar	chordLet's	break	it	down.	We're	getting	ahead	of	ourselves,	though.	You've	created	your	"bar."Now,	strum	your	strings.Are	you	getting	a	clean	sound	across	all	six	strings?	Now,	we'll	need	our	fifth,	"G."	You	can	find	this	on	4th	string/5th	fret.	D	Major	will	also	require	you	to	mute	a	couple	of	strings	to	get	the	right	sound:Get	free
estimates	from	guitar	lessons	near	you.D	guitar	chordPlace	your	1st	finger	on	the	3rd	string/2nd	fretPlace	your	2nd	finger	on	the	2nd	string/3rd	fretPlace	your	3rd	finger	on	the	1st	string/2nd	fretPlay	string	4	openMute	strings	5	and	6Also	known	as	the	D	Power	Chord,	you	can	play	this	one	by	moving	up	near	your	5th	fret.	A	Major's	utility	throughout
many	a	song	mean	it's	vital	to	your	progression	as	a	guitarist:A	guitar	chordGet	free	estimates	from	guitar	lessons	near	you.Place	your	1st	finger	on	the	4th	string/2nd	fret.Place	your	2nd	finger	on	the	3rd	string/2nd	fret.Place	your	3rd	finger	on	the	2nd	string/2nd	fret.Play	strings	1	and	5	open.Mute	string	6.Would	you	believe	there's	another	major
chord	you	can	play	with	only	three	fingers?	This	time,	we'll	use	our	10th	fret	chord,	D	Major,	to	demonstrate:D	major	barre	guitar	chordYou'll	play	as	so:Use	your	1st	finger	to	bar	the	strings	on	the	10th	fretPlace	your	2nd	finger	on	the	3rd	string/11th	fretPlace	your	3rd	finger	on	the	5th	string/12th	fretPlace	your	4th	finger	on	the	4th	string/12th	fretIt
sounds	a	bit	different	than	your	open-position	D	Major	Chord,	but	it's	a	D	Major	Chord	all	the	same.	When	it	comes	to	playing	the	guitar,	though,	they	don't	have	to	be.Chords,	for	instance,	can	have	many	complicated	fingering	patterns.	If	you're	looking	to	put	a	unique	sounding	twist	on	some	of	the	open-position	chords	you	know,	playing	said	chords
in	"bar	form"	is	a	useful	trick.Get	free	estimates	from	guitar	lessons	near	you.Barre	Chord	ChartGuitar	barre	chords	-	chartDownload	the	Barre	Chord	Chart	printable	PDF	that's	seen	above.In	addition,	learning	the	basic	bar	chord	"shapes"	will	allow	you	to	quickly	move	around	between	certain	chords	--	provided	you	understand	the	fretboard.	Let's
try	another	one,	A	Minor	this	time.A	minor	guitar	chordHere's	how	to	go	about	it:Place	your	1st	finger	on	the	2nd	string/1st	fretPlace	your	2nd	finger	on	the	4th	string/2nd	fretPlace	your	3rd	finger	on	the	3rd	string/2nd	fretPlay	strings	1	and	5	openMute	string	6And	so	it	goes	for	every	chord	chart	you	encounter.	The	only	issue	is	that	they	can	be
tricky	to	learn.If	you're	willing	to	put	in	the	work	and	refine	your	technique,	though,	we	suggest	you	continue	reading.	Easy	step-by-step	lessons	for	beginners.	Here's	how	it	works...Let's	say	you	want	to	play	a	C	power	chord	--	the	C5	chord.	Few,	though,	are	as	important	as	the	ever-useful	power	chord.They	are	a	staple	of	the	rock	genre.	Here's	how
you	would	you	play	the	C	Major	Chord	shown	above:Place	your	1st	finger	on	the	2nd	string/1st	fretPlace	your	2nd	finger	on	the	4th	string/2nd	fretPlace	your	3rd	finger	on	the	5th	string/3rd	fretPlay	strings	1	and	3	openMute	string	6Simple,	no?	They're	the	backbone	of	most	songs	you'll	want	to	learn.	You	can	switch	between	these	two	styles	of
playing	your	C	power	chord,	and	even	move	this	shape	around	the	fretboard	to	form	other	power	chords.	These	11	easy	guitar	chords	we've	assembled	are	as	simple	as	they	come,	and	a	great	place	for	a	beginner	to	start:Easy	guitar	chords	-	chartAs	you	learn	these,	remember	to	observe	the	proper	technique	and	take	time	to	practice.	Since	the	third
is	what	determines	if	a	chord	is	major	or	minor,	power	chords	remain	neutral.On	charts,	you	might	see	these	written	up	as	"5"	chords:	C5,	A5,	G5,	etc.There	are	plenty	of	ways	to	play	them	all.	This	results	in	muddy,	muted	chords	that	don't	sound	so	great.	Use	these	as	the	situation	calls	for,	and	you'll	find	your	playing	improve	to	a	degree	you	might
never	have	thought	possible.	There	are	three	top-of-the	neck	variations	you'll	want	to	concentrate	on	first.C	Major	--	Configuration	1C	configuration	1	guitar	chordPlace	your	1st	finger	on	the	2nd	string/1st	fretPlace	your	2nd	finger	on	the	4th	string/2nd	fretPlace	your	3rd	finger	on	the	5th	string/3rd	fretPlace	your	4th	finger	on	the	1st	string/3rd	fret
(or	mute	string	1)Mute	string	6This	is	the	way	most	people	prefer	to	play	C	Major.	You'll	hear	the	chord	hard	at	work	in	songs	like	"Hotel	California."A	Minor	--	Configuration	1A	minor	configurations	1	guitar	chordPlace	your	1st	finger	on	the	2nd	string/1st	fretPlace	your	2nd	finger	on	the	4th	string/2nd	fretPlace	your	3rd	finger	on	the	3rd	string/2nd
fretPlay	strings	1	and	5	openMute	string	6A	minor	configuration	2	guitar	chordPlace	your	1st	finger	on	the	4th	string/2nd	fretPlace	your	3rd	finger	on	the	3rd	string/5th	fretPlace	your	4th	finger	on	the	2nd	string/5th	fretPlay	string	5	openMute	strings	1	and	6A	minor	configuration	3	guitar	chordPlace	your	1st	finger	on	the	4th	string/2nd	fretPlace
your	2nd	finger	on	the	5th	string/3rd	fretPlace	your	3rd	finger	on	the	6th	string/5th	fretPlace	your	4th	finger	on	the	3rd	string/4th	fretMute	strings	1	and	2In	closing,	I'd	like	to	draw	attention	to	chord	memorization	and	transitions.	All	you've	done	is	change	the	fret	you're	barring	your	index	finger	with,	but	you're	now	playing	a	whole	new	chord.A
Major	7	Barre	ChordWhat	happens,	though,	when	you	change	the	position	of	your	other	fingers?	Want	to	check	out	the	chords,	or	take	lessons	from	a	pro?	You	can	play	the	A5	Power	Chord	with,	wait	for	it...three	fingers!	Here's	how	to	do	it:A5	guitar	chordPlace	your	1st	finger	on	the	6th	string/5th	fret.Place	your	3rd	finger	on	the	5th	string/7th
fret.Place	your	4th	finger	on	the	4th	string/7th	fret.Mute	strings	1,	2,	and	3.For	the	last	of	our	power	chords,	we'll	be	sticking	to	two	fingers.	This	will	be	the	biggest	hurdle	you	must	overcome,	but	once	you're	capable	of	holding	down	all	six	strings	with	this	one	finger,	everything	else	will	seem	like	smooth	sailing.Starting	too	close	to	the	head	of	your
guitar	will	prove	difficult	at	first,	so	to	train	yourself,	let's	instead	head	to	the	third	fret.Place	your	index	finger	across	all	six	strings	and	hold	it	down.	We'll	stay	on	the	5th	fret,	but	instead	of	playing	A	Major,	we'll	play	an	A	Major	7	Chord:Am7	barre	guitar	chordDo	it	like	this:Use	your	1st	finger	to	bar	the	strings	on	the	5th	fretPlace	your	2nd	finger
on	the	3rd	string/6th	fretPlace	your	3rd	finger	on	the	4th	string/7th	fretPlace	your	4th	finger	on	the	2nd	string/7th	fretAs	with	your	Major	Bar	Chord,	you	can	move	this	shape	up	and	down	the	fretboard	to	achieve	different	chords.	We	could	go	on,	but	the	point	is	that	bar	chords	to	your	arsenal	will	provide	many	benefits	for	you	down	the	line.	In	these
cases,	you	should	try	using	the	edge	of	your	finger	instead,	It's	often	"bonier,"	and	will	make	for	a	tighter	press	on	the	strings	(resulting	in	a	better	sounding	chord).When	it	comes	to	index	finger	positioning,	you	want	to	aim	for	the	spot	close	to	your	fret.	This	chord	makes	a	brief	but	powerful	appearance	in	songs	like	"Foxy	Lady."	There	are	two	main
fingering	configurations	you'll	want	to	learn	for	this	one.A	Major	--	Configuration	1A	major	configuration	1	guitar	chordPlace	your	1st	finger	on	the	4th	string/3rd	fretPlace	your	2nd	finger	on	the	3rd	string/3rd	fretPlace	your	3rd	finger	on	the	2nd	string/3rd	fretPlay	strings	1	and	5	openMute	string	6If	you	want	a	challenge	here,	try	using	your	1st
finger	to	cover	strings	2,	3,	and	4	at	the	2nd	fret,	then	use	place	your	2nd	finger	on	the	5th	string/4th	fret,	3rd	finger	on	the	6th	string/5th	fret,	and	4th	finger	on	the	1st	string/5th	fret.A	major	configuration	2	guitar	chordPlace	your	1st	finger	on	the	5th	string/4th	fretPlace	your	2nd	finger	on	the	6th	string/5th	fretPlace	your	3rd	finger	on	the	2nd
string/5th	fretMute	strings	1,	3,	and	4To	mix	it	up,	try	placing	your	4th	finger	on	the	1st	string/5th	fret	for	this	one	as	well.Like	E	Major,	E	Minor	has	a	very	easy	variant,	along	with	several	challenging	variants.	April	6,	2023Common	wisdom	says	the	first	steps	of	any	journey	are	the	most	difficult.	That's	the	legend,	but	regardless	of	its	veracity,	you'll
be	able	to	use	this	chord	in	more	than	just	the	National	Anthem.	Hear	the	difference?Your	chord	sounds	stronger	now,	because	you've	taken	the	root	note	and	doubled	it.	Start	slow,	learn	the	fingering,	then	speed	up	your	playing	as	you	become	more	proficient.	A	chord	is	any	grouping	of	three	or	more	notes.	It's	a	feature	in	many	a	work	of	popular
western	music.	Alternatively,	if	you	strung	"A,"	"C,"	and	"E,"	together,	you'd	be	playing	an	A	Minor	Chord.	It	looks	confusing	at	first,	but	if	you	think	about	your	guitar	strings,	the	meaning	becomes	clear.	Remember	that	your	root	will	be	the	note	you're	barring	on	the	6th	string,	so,	for	example,	if	you're	barring	the	3rd	fret,	you're	playing	a	G	Chord,	if
you're	barring	the	5th	fret,	you're	playing	an	A	Chord,	etc.D	Major	Barre	ChordYou	can	also	create	barre	chords	that	use	the	5th	string	as	your	root.	Strength	doesn't	come	overnight,	and	you	might	find	it	takes	you	a	few	weeks	in	order	to	develop	a	good	sounding	bar.	These	are	good	for	challenging	your	fingers	to	produce	more	force,	and	will	also
provide	a	worthwhile	bit	of	forearm	exercise	to	boot.	Practice,	and	learn	just	how	much	force	you'll	need	to	exert	to	make	your	bar	proficiently.Developing	StrengthGet	free	estimates	from	guitar	lessons	near	you.Needless	to	say,	you	might	not	get	your	bar	sounding	correct	on	your	first	try,	but	with	time	and	dedication,	you	can	whip	your	fretting
hand	into	shape.	Once	you've	learned	it,	put	one	of	those	three	variations	to	good	use	playing	tunes	like	"Under	the	Bridge."E	Major	--	Configuration	1E	major	configurations	1	guitar	chordPlace	your	1st	finger	on	the	3rd	string/1st	fretPlace	your	2nd	finger	on	the	5th	string/2nd	fretPlace	your	3rd	finger	on	the	4th	string/2nd	fretPlay	strings	1,	2,	and	6
openThis	is	simplicity	at	it's	finest.	That	simplicity	is	part	of	the	power	chord's	beauty,	but	it's	not	the	only	way	you	can	choose	to	form	such	chords.Remember,	all	you	need	is	your	root	note	and	your	fifth.	Once	you	do,	however,	it'll	be	time	for	you	to	start	making	bar	chords	with	your	other	fingers.Practicing	Barre	ChordsG	Major	Barre	ChordAt	last,
the	moment	of	truth	is	here.	Learn	How	To	Read	Guitar	Chords	here.C	Major	is	another	three-finger	chord.	That	is,	if	you	learn	how	to	use	them	to	their	greatest	effect.	We'll	head	up	to	the	5th	fret,	with	an	A	Major	chord,	to	demonstrate:A	major	barre	guitar	chordPlay	the	chord	like	this:Use	your	1st	finger	to	bar	the	strings	on	the	5th	fretPlace	your
2nd	finger	on	the	3rd	string/6th	fretPlace	your	3rd	finger	on	the	5th	string/7th	fretPlace	your	4th	finger	on	the	4th	string/7th	fretNotice	how	the	relative	position	of	your	fingers	remains	the	same?	You'll	find	many	a	classical	tune	written	in	C,	and	the	chord	itself	in	plenty	of	popular	tunes,	like	Bob	Dylan's	"Blowin'	in	the	Wind."C	Major	consists	of
three	notes:	C,	E,	and	G.	You'll	find	power	chords	featured	front	and	center	in	more	songs	than	you	can	probably	name.	Come	back	to	the	top	of	the	guitar	neck	for	this	one:E5	guitar	chordPlace	your	1st	finger	on	the	5th	string/2nd	fret.Place	your	2nd	finger	on	the	4th	string/2nd	fret.Play	string	6	open.Mute	strings	1,	2,	and	3.Remember	that	power
chords	consist	of	two	notes:	the	root	and	fifth.You	can	play	such	chords	with	ease	using	the	rudimentary	fingering	we	covered	at	the	beginning	of	this	lesson.With	time,	you'll	discover	new	fingering	patterns	for	all	your	power	chords.	You	won't	even	have	to	contort	your	fingers	to	make	it	work:E	guitar	chordPlace	your	1st	finger	on	the	3rd	string/1st
fret.Place	your	2nd	finger	on	the	5th	string/2nd	fret.Place	your	3rd	finger	on	the	4th	string/2nd	fret.Play	strings	1,	2,	and	6	open.For	the	last	of	the	major	chords	on	our	list	today,	you'll	again	be	using	three	fingers.	Feel	free	to	skip	ahead	if	you	already	have	a	basic	understanding	of	how	chords	are	defined.	How	much	pressure	will	you	need	for	a	great
sounding	chord?	Your	variations	will	only	get	trickier	from	here.E	major	configuration	2	guitar	chordPlace	your	1st	finger	on	the	3rd	string/1st	fretPlace	your	2nd	finger	on	the	5th	string/2nd	fret	(optional)Place	your	3rd	finger	on	the	4th	string/2nd	fretPlace	your	4th	finger	on	the	1st	string/4th	fretPlay	string	6	open	(or	mute	strings	5	and	6)E	major
configurations	3	guitar	chordGet	free	estimates	from	guitar	lessons	near	you.Place	your	first	finger	on	the	4th	string/2nd	fretPlace	your	2nd	finger	on	the	3rd	string/4th	fretPlace	your	3rd	finger	on	the	1st	string/4th	fretPlace	your	4th	finger	on	the	2nd	string/5th	fretMute	strings	5	and	6You	can	also	try	using	your	1st	finger	to	cover	strings	4	and	5	on
the	2nd	fret,	and	playing	string	6	open	on	this	particular	variation.You'll	be	bringing	your	fingers	close	together	to	play	the	most	common	variant	of	this	chord,	which	consists	of	the	notes	A,	C#,	and	E.	In	these	cases,	you	read	the	numbers,	from	left	to	right,	as	the	frets	you	should	press.	The	similarity,	though,	is	the	fact	that	they	all	contain	but	two
notes:	"C"	and	"G."Once	your	knowledge	of	the	fretboard	increases,	you'll	be	able	to	find	combinations	like	this	for	different	power	chords	in	different	areas	all	around	your	guitar.E5	Power	ChordFor	the	last	of	our	power	chords,	we'll	be	sticking	to	two	fingers.	In	a	word,	they're	essential.Basic	guitar	chords	-	chartDownload	the	Basic	Guitar	Chords
Chart	Printable	PDFWhich	chords	should	you	start	with,	though,	if	you're	a	beginner	player?That's	the	topic	we'll	be	covering	today.	If	you	see	a	"2,"	you'll	use	your	second	finger	(middle	finger),	etc.	Savvy	music	theorists	will	note	that	this	is	because	it	only	consists	of	the	root	and	fifth	notes	of	a	given	chord.	A	"0"	means	you	should	play	the	string
open,	while	an	"X"	means	you	should	mute	the	string.	You'd	be	doing	yourself	a	disservice	by	not	learning	this	one:C	guitar	chordPlace	your	1st	finger	on	the	2nd	string/1st	fret.Place	your	2nd	finger	on	the	4th	string/2nd	fret.Place	your	3rd	finger	on	the	5th	string/3rd	fretPlay	strings	1	and	3	open.Mute	string	6.Continuing	with	the	theme	of	three
fingers,	we	have	A	Major.	Start	by	making	your	bar	on	that	third	fret,	strumming,	then	removing	your	hand	from	the	fretboard.	Start	by	learning	this	variation,	then	branching	out	to	your	other	options.G	Major	--	Configuration	2G	major	configuration	2	guitar	chordUse	finger	one	to	hold	down	strings	1	and	2	on	the	3rd	fretPlace	your	2nd	finger	on	the
3rd	string	4th	fretPlace	your	3rd	finger	on	the	4th	string	5th	fretMute	strings	5	and	6G	major	configuration	3	guitar	chordPlace	your	1st	finger	on	the	6th	string/3rd	fretPlace	your	2nd	finger	on	the	2nd	string/3rd	fretPlace	your	3rd	finger	on	the	3rd	string/4th	fretMute	strings	1,	4,	and	5G	major	configuation	4	guitar	chordBar	the	3rd	fret	with	your
1st	fingerPlace	your	2nd	finger	on	the	3rd	string/4th	fretPlace	your	3rd	finger	on	the	5th	string/5th	fretPlace	your	4th	finger	on	the	4th	string/5th	fretC	Major	is	one	of	the	most	commonly	used	keys	in	Western	music.	Be	sure	to	take	those	to	heart	as	well.	Repeat	this	process	until	you	start	to	see	improvement	in	the	strength	of	your	bar	and	how
quickly	you	can	get	your	finger	into	position.To	supplement	your	hand	strength,	you	might	also	try	working	out	with	a	grip	trainer.	The	three	notes	for	this	chord	are	A,	C,	and	E.	We'll	start,	though,	by	diving	into	the	most	common	variation.	This	is	no	coincidence.	Come	back	to	the	top	of	the	guitar	neck	for	this	one:E5	guitar	chordPlace	your	1st
finger	on	the	5th	string/2nd	fret.Place	your	2nd	finger	on	the	4th	string/2nd	fret.Play	string	6	open.Mute	strings	1,	2,	and	3.Keep	those	fingers	near	the	same	position,	because	the	E5	Chord	and	E	Minor	Chord	have	some	similarities:E	minor	configuration	1	guitar	chordPlace	your	1st	finger	on	the	5th	string/2nd	fret.Place	your	2nd	finger	on	the	4th
string/2nd	fret.Play	strings	1,	2,	3,	and	6	open.The	popular	variation	of	the	A	Minor	Chord	will	put	you	close	to	C	Major,	so	they're	good	to	practice	together:A	minor	configurations	1	guitar	chordPlace	your	1st	finger	on	the	2nd	string/1st	fret.Place	your	2nd	finger	on	the	4th	string/2nd	fret.Place	your	3rd	finger	on	the	3rd	string/2nd	fret.Play	strings	1
and	5	open.Mute	string	6.We'll	include	one	"7"	chord	in	the	mix	--	the	G7	Chord.	Here's	what	we	mean...How	to	Play	Guitar	Power	ChordsA5	Power	Chord:A5	guitar	chordPlace	your	1st	finger	on	the	6th	string/5th	fretPlace	your	3rd	finger	on	the	5th	string/7th	fretPlace	your	4th	finger	on	the	4th	string/7th	fretMute	strings	1,	2,	and	3G5	guitar
chordPlace	your	1st	finger	on	the	6th	string/3rd	fretPlace	your	3rd	finger	on	the	5th	string/5th	fretPlace	your	4th	finger	on	the	4th	string/5th	fretMute	strings	1,	2,	and	3D5	guitar	chordPlace	your	1st	finger	on	the	5th	string/5th	fretPlace	your	3rd	finger	on	the	4th	string/7th	fretPlace	your	4th	finger	on	the	3rd	string/7th	fretMute	strings	1,	2,	and	6See
how	you	can	move	that	same	basic	shape	to	different	locations	to	produce	new	power	chords?	Having	the	ability	to	play	bar	chords	and	use	the	basic	bar	shapes	all	over	your	guitar	is	vital	to	great	playing,	so	be	sure	to	hone	this	skill	to	its	razor's	edge	and	incorporate	bar	chords	into	your	playing	when	you	can.	These	"building	blocks"	of	rhythms	and
harmonies	are	an	integral	part	of	the	language	of	music,	so	the	more	you	can	pick	up,	the	more	you're	expanding	your	proverbial	vocabulary	(and	your	ability	to	"speak"	through	your	instrument).Guitar	chords	chartGet	free	estimates	from	guitar	lessons	near	you.Download	the	Guitar	Chords	Chart	Printable	PDFThere's	a	rub	beginner	players	often
encounter,	though.	Be	sure	to	mix	it	up	when	practicing,	though!D	major	configuration	2	guitar	chordUse	your	1st	finger	to	cover	strings	1	and	3	on	the	2nd	fretPlace	your	2nd	finger	on	the	2nd	string/3rd	fretPlace	your	3rd	finger	on	the	4th	string/4th	fretPlace	your	4th	finger	on	the	5th	string/5th	fretMute	string	6D	major	configuration	3	guitar
chordGet	free	estimates	from	guitar	lessons	near	you.Place	your	1st	finger	on	the	4th	string/4th	fretPlace	your	2nd	finger	on	the	5th	string/5th	fretPlace	your	3rd	finger	on	the	1st	string/5th	fretMute	strings	2,	3,	and	6F	Major	can	be	a	tricky	chord	for	beginners	to	learn.	Which	isn't	to	say	they	aren't	useful,	mind	you	--	bar	chords	are	an	important	part
of	every	guitarists'	arsenal.	Place	your	fingers	on	the	dots	in	the	positions	denoted,	stay	mindful	of	your	open	and	muted	strings,	then	strum	away.Need	more	help	playing	chords?	You'll	have	to	experiment	with	what	position	feels	most	comfortable	to	you	(while	still	allowing	you	to	cover	the	strings	as	needed),	but	once	you	have	it	figured	out,	you'll
find	making	a	proper	bar	a	much	easier	prospect.As	for	your	thumb,	you'll	want	to	place	this	behind	the	neck	of	the	guitar,	pushing	up	to	help	clamp	down	on	the	neck.	First,	we'll	need	to	define	power	chords	and	show	you	some	of	the	basics.What	are	Power	Chords?In	essence,	a	power	chord	is	a	two	note	chord	that	is	neither	major	nor	minor.	You
don't	want	to	press	so	lightly	that	you	don't	clamp	the	strings	hard	enough	to	produce	a	sound,	but	at	the	same	time,	you	don't	want	to	press	hard	that	you're	tiring	out	your	fingers	and	making	it	difficult	to	play.	You'd	start	by	placing	your	first	finger	on	the	root	note,	"C."	Head	to	the	5th	string/3rd	fret	for	this	one.	The	notes	you	group	together	will
change	the	sound	of	a	chord,	obviously,	and	will	also	change	the	name	of	the	chord	you	are	playing.If	you	were	to	play	the	notes	"C,"	"E,"	and	"G"	together,	for	instance,	you	would	be	playing	a	C	Major	Chord.
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