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Too often, we neglect the quiet moment of meditation in our busy lives, a time to reflect on spiritual and beautiful things. In Psalm 46:10 and other verses, God encourages us to "be still" and know His presence. The beauty of holiness can only be gained through meditation on this concept. When faced with a great task, the church often responds with
increased activity and hard work. However, it's during times of sickness or imprisonment that we're forced to slow down and reflect. To provide an opportunity for this reflection, Emmanuel Missionary College offers a series of vesper organ programs at the end of the Sabbath. Beautiful and spiritual organ music, written by renowned composers such
as Bach, Widor, and Guilmant, sets a contemplative mood for the closing moments of the Sabbath. Listening to great organ music is a spiritual experience that can bring more beauty and loveliness into our souls. To prepare us for this experience, appropriate selections of sacred poetry and portions of Scripture are read between the organ numbers.
The primary goal of these 30-minute programs is to present beautiful organ music associated with spiritual words in a setting that's contemplative and meditative. Attendance at these programs is entirely voluntary, as we can't be forced into enjoying beauty or spiritual values. Instead, they offer an opportunity for those who wish to spend half an hour
in the presence of beautiful organ music and spiritual poetry. Sample programs have included pieces by Bach, such as his Prelude and Fugue in B Minor, as well as compositions by other notable composers like Franck and Noble. The goal is to present art in a spiritual manner, not to entertain an audience. Rain falls sullenly, yet laughter still takes
flight, though weighed down by the heavy hands of sorrow. Lord, I'm grateful for both toil and rest; For glory that's always just beyond our grasp, That bows our heads in reverence. I thank you for eyes to see miracles In everyday life: vibrant colors amidst monotony, The flame of humble beauty, and reason's spark. You give gifts without expectation,
Like a banner unfurled, faith's splendor, And the tolerant mind that navigates turmoil. This night, whatever shadows came with it, Will be calmed by healing dew and quiet. A peaceful evening unfolds, with lavender hues On hills and meadows, and one late robin's song. The star watches over us in stillness. As surely as love, a blessing will be given To
a weary land. Today's troubles and tomorrow's burdens Will fade like dreams. Faith's presence keeps a gentle guard Even when sorrow tries to sleep. So many hearts remain brave. I see courage In the eyes that meet mine: banners of strength That never fully disappear, even in defeat. Though feet may drag behind, though climbing's hard, Brave men

and women press on without fanfare, Without encouragement from words or cheering crowds. They persevere, undaunted by pain or fear, Holding within them a bright quality of hope. The Sabbath concludes with a scripture reading and prayer, bringing a sense of closure to the day's events. The ultimate goal of these services is to foster a deeper
connection between individuals and the divine realm, ultimately drawing people closer to the majesty of God.
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